CHAPTER XI
COVERING THE ARMATURE \YITH CLAY
THB next thing is to surround the armature with clay, beginning with the centre of the body and taking care to see that the clay penetrates well into the interstices of the armature and is thoroughly adherent, The thickness of the clay should be about two inches all over the body, neck, and head. The legs should be left free, until a few points have already been fixed on the other parts of the body, which will allow of better seeing the position to be given to the irons of the legs. It is necessary, as a certain quantity of clay is placed on the front part of the horse, to place an equal quantity on the hind part. For if all the front part is covered first, leaving the hind part uncovered, all the weight being in front may bend the armature forwards, notwithstanding its strength, Thus, beginning in the centre of the body, place alternately about six inches of clay on either side of this centre, until the limits of the armature are reached The weight of the hindquarters generally balances fairly that of the head and neck.